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US. WNS EXTRADI TI ON TO NEW YORK OF MAJOR ALLEGED
COLAOVBlI AN DRUG LORD AND TWD KEY ACCOVPLI CES

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York announced that JOSE JAI RO GARCI A-
G RALDO, a/k/a “Jota,” reputed to be a notorious Col onbi an drug
lord, and two of his key top |ieutenants — FABI O GARCI A- G RALDQ,
al k/'a “Fabian,” and JUAN CARLOS G RALDO PEREZ, al/k/a “Juancho” -
have been extradited fromthe Republic of Colonmbia to the United
St at es.

The dismantling of the GARCI A-G RALDO Organi zation —
all eged to be responsible for inporting at |east 10 to 20
kil ograns of heroin a nonth into the United States — is the
result of a year-long cooperative investigation conducted by the
United States Attorney’s Ofice for the Southern District of New
York, the Drug Enforcenment Adm nistration (“DEA’), the Bureau of
| mrm gration and Custons Enforcenment (“BICE’) within the
Depart ment of Honel and Security, the Col onbi an National Police

(“CNP"), and the Col ombi an Prosecutor General’s Ofice (the



Fiscalia General de |a Nacion), and coordinated by the United
States Organi zed Crine Drug Enforcenent Task Force in New YorKk.

This joint investigation has resulted in the arrest of
nore than 40 all eged nenbers of the Organization’s heroin
trafficking network in the United States and Col onbi a, including
the arrest of 21 targets by the CNP in and around Pereira and the
arrest of 7 targets by the DEA and the Custons Service in and
around New York City and Phil adel phi a.

The Indi ctnent charges the all eged | eader of the
Organi zati on, JOSE JAI RO GARCI A- 3 RALDO, and two of his
Col onbi an- based |ieutenants — FABI O GARCI A-G RALDO, al/k/a
“Fabi an,” and JUAN CARLOS G RALDO PEREZ, al/k/a “Juancho,” — with
conspiring, between October 2001 and June 2002, to inport the
kil ograns of heroin into the United States.

On February 4, March 4, and March 25, 2003, the
Col onmbi an Suprenme Court issued a ruling in favor of the
extraditions of JUAN CARLOS G RALDO PEREZ, FABI O GARCI A- G RALDOG,
and JOSE JAI RO GARCI A- d RALDO, respectively. On February 26,
March 19, and April 8, 2003, the Col onbi an President Alvaro Uribe
and his Mnister of Justice approved the extraditions of JUAN
CARLOS G RALDO PEREZ, FABI O GARCI A- G RALDO and JOSE JAI RO GARCI A-
G RALDO, respectively. These neasures follow the official
request for the extradition of JUAN CARLOS 3 RALDO PEREZ, FABI O

GARCI A- G RALDO, and JOSE JAI RO GARCI A- G RALDO i ssued by the



United States Attorney’s Ofice for the Southern District of New
York in June 2002.

The Indictnent alleges that JOSE JAI RO GARCI A- 3 RALDO
was the | eader of this |arge-scale international heroin snuggling
organi zation that was responsible for inporting approxinmately 10
to 20 kil ogranms of heroin per nonth, with a nonthly street val ue
in excess of $1.5 million to $3 million, into the United States.

The Indictnent further alleges that the O ganization
controll ed every phase of the path from packagi ng the refined
heroin in Colonbia to offering it for sale on Anerican streets.
The Indictnment alleges that the refined heroin purchased by the
Organi zation in Pereira, Col onbia, was packaged into forns
suitable for snuggling at various packaging mlls maintai ned by
the Organization in the Medellin and Pereira areas. Anobng these
was a packaging mll allegedly controlled by JUAN CARLOS G RALDO
PEREZ in Medellin, Colonbia. Wthin the mlls, heroin was
secreted in hidden conpartnents in |uggage and soaked into
clothing for transit to the United States.

The Indictnent alleges that, in order to nanage their
smuggl i ng operation, JOSE JAI RO GARCI A-d RALDO and ot her nenbers
of the Organi zation then recruited couriers in Colonbia and the
United States to inport shipnments of heroin into the United

States. According to the Indictnent, these couriers snuggl ed



heroin using fal se conpartnents in |uggage or by soaking the
heroin into clothing. The Indictnent alleges that these couriers
transported the heroin via airliner from Col onbia to various
cities throughout the United States, including the New York
metropol i tan area.

In all, American and Col onbi an | aw enf orcenent have
sei zed, anpong ot her things, approximtely $490,000 that is
all eged to be the Organi zation’s noney in New York, approximtely
15 kil ogranms of heroin froma mll controlled by JUAN CARLCS
G RALDO- PEREZ i n Col onbi a, approximately 4 kil ogranms of heroin
froma courier, R vera, in Ecuador, and approximately 55 pounds
of heroin soaked clothing from anot her courier in Houston, Texas.

M. Coney praised the efforts of the efforts of the
DEA, the BICE and the New York Drug Enforcement Task Force,
conprised of special agents of the DEA, detectives of the New
York City Police Departnent, special agents of the BICE
narcotics investigators of the New York State Police, and the DEA
Bogota Country O fice. He also expressed his appreciation to the
authorities in the Republic of Colonbia, and in particular the
Col onmbi an National Police and the Col onbi an Prosecutor General’s
Ofice (the Fiscalia General de |la Nacion), for their inval uable
assi stance both in the investigation and extradition of the three

def endant s.



| f convicted, JOSE JAI RO GARCI A- G RALDO, FABI O GARCI A-
G RALDO, and JUAN CARLOS G RALDO- PEREZ each face a maxi mum
sentence of life in prison.

Assistant United States Attorneys MARK A RACANELLI and
DEl RDRE A. McEVOY are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presunmed i nnocent unl ess and
until proven guilty.
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